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4U1ITU celebrates its 50th anniversary 
-------------------------------------------------------- 

By HB9RS 
 
50 years ago Bill Halligan wrote" Amateur Radio is a spirit which I believe is so 
evident in the International Amateur Radio Club (IARC), and the Hallicrafter 
Company is proud to have played a role in the development of the Club station 
4U1ITU." 
 

 

 
 

 

Indeed, William (Bill) Halligan, W4AK / W9AC donated the entire Hallicrafters station 
which was inaugurated on June 10,1962 with the famous call 4U1ITU.  
 

http://life.itu.int/radioclub/
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As mentioned on  the QSL, the complete Hallicrafters station consisted mainly of : 
TX: HT 37, HT 32 B and HA 2 
LIN : HT 33 A, HT 33 B 
RX: SX 101 A, SX 115 
 
 
 
The IARC was created in 1961 by a team of hams working at the International 
Telecommunication Union (ITU), at the United Nations or Geneva amateurs friends. 
 

http://www.itu.int/en/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.itu.int/en/Pages/default.aspx
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Seen high on the roof of the new ITU building in Geneva, Switzerland 
Are some of the amateurs responsible for installing a 4-element beam 
and other equipment used by 4U1ITU.  
From left to right, up the pyramid, are : HB9UD, HB9ET 
Chls l’EVEQUE (an s.w.l.), PA0BB/HB9SI, and at the apex is W2YEJ 
Hallicrafters representative. 
 
 
With the support of the Swiss Administration and the ITU Secretary-General an 
IARC Station was set up in the Montreux Palace Hotel, headquarters of the ITU 
Plenipotentiary Conference, Montreux 1965. 
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This station was allocated the special call HB3ITU by the Swiss P.T.T. and was on 
the air for the two months duration of the conference. A special IARC QSL card was 
sent acknowledging all contacts. 
 

 
 
Our photos shows the late Dr.Sarwate, elected Secretary-General by the 
Montreux Conference, and (left to right) Mr. Gustav Wettstein, then 
Director-General of the Swiss PTT, and another senior Swiss PTT 
Official, Mr.Rütschi, ,1966 President of the ITU Administrative Council 
Visiting HB3ITU. 
 
 
 
Another IARC station operated from Monte Carlo in Monaco in 
August 1965. 
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